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Wednesday, Dec. 28, 1949
Dmar Pop, |

Perhars the young master will give me leave to t{pa out a few
words to you, even t hough he is on vacation and my time 1s hls time.
He 1s oul grading a road in the play area with the bran new road
rader that Abuelito Camphbell gave him for Christmas- the envy of
%he nelighborhood. Brownle and his new little playmate, Whitey, are
watching operations from the dining room window, just like the typ-
ical sidewalk superintendents. Whitey's full name is "Brown and White"
accordihg to Laurence, bul we call him Whietey for short and g0 as -
not tc be confused with Brownie. Whidey came in the stocking this
¥ear, Just as his friend Brownie did last year. Brownie is very
ond of Whitey, in fact we all are. He can't tzlk yet because he's
8o young, but he cgn whine -and bark in a most puppy~like way, and
Brownle thinks he may leanr to talk when he's older, just as the
bear himself did. Laurence is temporarily fonder of Whitey than of
Brownie, but the latter doesn'’t seem to mind so far, and I hope will
continue to be as free frog Jealousy as he now is. As you know, I a
very fond of Brownle and I'd be most unhappy & Laurence neglected
him for Whitey. - i :

Laurence was made happy by his two grandfethers this Chrisimas.
The beautiful, glamourous garbage truck that we bought for hinm''de ~
parte de" Grandpa Krieg &s used in road-making operations as a- .mp .
truck(since it also plcks up and dumps a load of dirt) and the motor
grader plows stralight Bhrough the most recalcitrant hillogcks in the
plgy area. Codt and Jimmy ®llen and the g: rls, too, ars always buge
eyed when they see that motor grader. It is, indeed, a beautaf ..y
made_toywmodel, and I hope it will stz=nd up a good deal longer than
most things. with it came a booklet describing each of the other
models made by the same firm, and the boy has often sai nimself dowm
with that booklet and just looked at all the fascinating egulpment,
He tells me he "thought last night while I was dreamming" about belng
in the factory whecre they make the equipment. He says the man sold
him one piece of eguipment for "thirty=-one” and he got on it and rode
away in it. I said that must have been a wonderful toy store. "Not a
Loy stors, they were weal things I was thinking about™. Cn Uhristmas
night when 1L was time to go to bed I said "All right, boy, better
put the motor grader inh its garage for the night, now," but he re- ‘
. plied that he would have to put it beside his bed instead, "It's weally
too maznificent to go in a garage!"™ His vecabulary seems to-be taking
a spurt thesce days, for some reason. the other day when I was a2 bhit
provoked by something he did he looked up at me with felse-iwnocent
eyes ard asked “"Are you fwustwated, Mamma?" '

He was pleased by your letter to hi&, and 1 keeping it in hils

filing cabinet {(an c¢ld wooden box) where he keeps his dogs cards fmm
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the Puffed Wheat boxesg, his postcards from you, hhe pictures he coclors
at school, and any other important papers he may want to store away.
He can find the word "dog" in your letter, although in general he sihill
doesn't seem to want to read, only write. I thought it was the other

-way around, but apparently not. However, berhaps by the time you come
ke will have reached the resading point, and be anxious to figure out
what thinés-sag. He takes a very dim view of the fact that you alwgs
have to spell thirngs the same way. "I get bowed(or would it be bawed?)
by '‘always spelling dog with the same letters.,”" -
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If you are coming home in February I shall have Lo get about
finding you a place to stay duickly! I m so pleased about 1t!
I Just don't know how to , or rather vkdat to say to the people
about when you will want the apartment, when I find one. First
of March %111 when, say? Or if you leave on the first of February,
would it be g0 ner than the first of March? I think I'd better
(unless you tell we to the contrary,) make it the first of March,
and if ﬁou arrive before then in Washington you can spend the days
at our house, because I assume Mrs. Putman wouldn't want to come
up north at that season, vhen it iz still ccld, damp, and usually
unpteasant.ztxx¥x The next problem 'is how long you can stay in
this area~ how long shall I ack for the apartoentt Two months.?
- Three months? I know yjou are always aversse to divulging your plsns
~untll they are thorcughly Jelled, b{it in this case I simply must
know, on account of the arrangenert g fgr the apartment.

N

: Laurence and I both have what I have dubbed a "Nigat-bicoming
Tick}e Vough," and are unable to sleep of nights because of it.
1f I am slightly incoherent, it is for that reason. It 1sn't a Lad
couzhi &t all, but in both cur cases, 1t wazes us up just as we are
about to settle down to sleep. I cd led Dor. Norton, Laurence's
friend, and he prescrived asplrin-and-nembutal capsules for both

~of us (which is what he prescribed before). I trust tomight we

- Will both sleep like vables. Laurence imsisted on my calling nis
ral Dr. Norton, and had hitey bark to him ovwer the telephone.
Poor Dr. Norton! I fear ¥e camnot apprecliste what a signal honor
1t 18 to heve so far won the conf idence of L.J. Krieg.

I an regding & translation by our friend Muna Lee of Rafaeli
Altamira's "Hisfory of Spainf. 1% is rather interesting, but what
brought the subject to my mind was the folilowing: in the soction
conceming Roman Spain, 4ltamira cmouments on the wonde rful devele-
opement of plumbing and heating in Homan tiwes, and gays thav it

a3 not been equaled since Imperial times., William and I both, in-
aependently, guffawed at that line, and we both agrsed tuit what

Rafael means is that it hasn't been equazded in Spain. I take it

from what, you say about the chilliness of your hote.l that you would

be willing to agree with %ltamira as far as the heat ing spstems of
Spain today are concerned. Bubt 1 thought it was more than a liiile
nalve and insular on the part of Rafeaa Altamira to assume that

what heats Spanish houses today is the best system in the modern

worid. when you arrive we will have to have Muna Lee over for dinner,
and you can discuss the problem with her! She is a nost interesting
and amlable lady and I know you both will 1ike her as we did.

We plan to epend New Year's Eve with Jane Dawson, taking the

hoy aleng with us to sleep there, for we could find no sitter. she
has a little subleased apartment in one of the housing developments
until she can find a house. '

' We had Christmss dinner with the Farkes, most enjoyable. On
tho daybefore Christmas I delivered ten rackages of fudge I'A made

for the various freinds and neighbors. Among others, we vistied the
Ruhlmanns, whose darling little elghteen-months-old daughter contracted
polio and is in tre hospital recovering from it. “lice is a nervous
wreck, of course, but in spite of the child's gredt pain, doctors say
‘8he wlll not be crippled at all, Love, '
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